The public hospital and its local ecology in the United States: some relationships between the "plight of the public hospital" and the "plight of the cities".
The "plight" of the public hospital in the United States is examined from the point of view of its relationship to the "plight" of the cities. Fifty-five large cities are examined and for 38 of these cities that have such hospitals the relationships of levels of public hospital services to local demographic, government fiscal, and tax structure conditions are analyzed. The principal findings point to the existence of some strong relationships and the implications for public policy of these associations are discussed.